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"sti E SCREEN: WORKEDNOUT’-BY _AMBASSADOR

u STl ,m”rng; '

BY GL‘ORGE Wh AxRTHUR
Tlmu Shif wmgr

B -‘\\("I\OI\-'—'[‘he U.S. . ‘\ll’ 'Pmco ,.
-in 'l‘hallmd hd§ been havnw nq
hnwhl»q ]ately, :n ‘there wa< l'
"tun visé last .week when ‘the i
kaok w'nhoutles a,ked the Ameucans'.'»

to stop Leconnmq;amp fh"hls ovet
thn lnrltan Ocean A -»‘-- R

_m Southeast Asia:’
s Thailand's
’ tempmanl\ out of: power:

without: polmc(.l clout.

presence roas surlng

restrictions:ion.’ Amerwan planes
\vhxch were to- say the lcast flghl,-

‘students. - ¢ g'

gettm« combat pav f
flights into Cambor‘la
n’lth(ﬂ Lt'mve 1mm mantﬁ now \av :

-built

They find the American "

“can’ ill -afford, ‘despite-the
continuing pleas of <ome_»"

The ouestlon is nof so
‘much whether! the bases, "
zt'2n initial ‘cost.of -
$650 million. (UxS ), should *
‘remain. It rovolves around .

cAl . mer by.the end of lhl\ vear, is ﬂell-
_catély balanced to, ‘meel 'I‘h'u domes-
._hc vequiremenis and leave the Uni-;

, ted States with ample o ll['\!\ ptmchi

“hut”

,hawkish ,,enu als ave’
not

‘of President iNguven Van -
'lhxeu that sich air sup-
‘port in the- r-'tLre is’ vir-

Furthermore,. jthe, with- . tyally ruled’ ?at even. in

drawals under,-Wway.are. . .tha.event of 2 large-scale'-;
causing economtic- disloca: - ‘and open North Vietnam- -
tions that the governmer\t;:_ “esa - ohcnsn& B dthongh.‘

“this was. dong to impress '
‘upon Thieu fha\, Scuth '
’\xemam must be prepared ;
1o do all-the fighting now=3
~adays, the. ‘Unilted States’
;-v.as “careful * noE to close

he 'door absolut2iy.

5

The rationale for the
the Jnmatlve ‘tostop, the ]ndl.’m ‘\\hat possible | use - they - : Tllrji]“e'b;euao l.asL wased on_
Ocean’ rec nnnatmmc«_ fh"hls ‘came ight be to both Thailand . v

from’the Americans’ {hemse Ives N ',".f

The 7 hdl aunouncement Wwag - a?
smoke scréen woirked ‘out by 1LS.
Ambassador William Wintner, th°]
West Ppint general (urned: sc.holaL—’
diplomat, and Thai Foveigh Minister

'and the United States. ..~

T'xcyaq Ocean ‘: reconnais-
sanc

bases<c

an be uced for

. The internley. in\{élving

iflights: indicates the .
: polit-_:

‘three. premises:

E

; President” \*'"(o'l has
“demonstrated in. the pabt
“that he'is \\'llm"\‘to uni-
19terally order-air} strikes
_if he feels it necesx *r'v and

iral purposes”or for pur-? A T 2ins  the
Chay unthan lssanngkun poses somewhat ' remoié ] L'*rS (T:\nliﬁg? re:_:;‘ Chief
<".The evident design was to incredss from Thailand's security, ! R N the event ofnan:
s pressufe on ths U. S.C ongress tp.ap-... OF ~Am EU; an’ power o | ‘“enormous North be“n&
‘prove almost-§30° ritlion for:the im-. . South Xlevnam - - i ese. oifensive, b2 U'uted
rprovement of hase facilities o ‘the:t © In fact, the bases’ aw;; States '\50L1d praser. 1t its
‘Indian Ocean island of Diego Gareia) now being used for recon- - case to ‘Congress, v.f,‘uch

“T'he ides was that.if any, ner.esuuy.{- _
“reconnaissance flights cotld vo lon=
gar be, flown; from “Thailand, - the -
hase ai Diego. Carcia’ woulrl become ’
even more:vital.: -

Laos, prodably” by . un-

The U Embassy. in
Bnmno\, asked about re

(AU any ' orate, afie AmcuunA_i connaisgance mghta over ‘power in inaLlarils 2
pxom[)tm" the 'l'hau dutlfully ‘made the Indian Ocean, replied: dstr aining’ infiven
thetr annmmcemem,' qlatmﬂ‘ “that *Tha U.S. is not currently | North Vletnan sin

£lier

11

Alnerican . missions from T hmlanrl . fiying surveillance f
iwers -t be confined- 10 ‘those ‘de- over “he Indizn: Ocea’x
signed. o enforce  the: Pavis:peace = &

sznee flights over

-man r’Cd drone aireraft.’

zais

mS}.Ed about flights over

Z might change its z:md and
“remove - present reti*.’ac--
“tions on nortn ern
shnkeb .

:~In a.ny even: 5 L' S.

al

: ol cannot rule cut’ ooml‘-
/ing .raids and rmust 0131?
accom.nﬁlv Furthermora,

agreement of 1972 concerning- Viet- | Laos, the Teply was: "We supply “missions to Cam-l
‘nawm, Laoes and Cambodia. The Thal.  donot dxsc ss the <pecu'c>fg . bodia .indicate the - con-’
govermment proceaded Lo get alittle .  of reconnaissance flights.” “tinued -willingness ‘of - the

mote mileage from the American-in-.' :: Given the nature of the | - United Siates t to use its air

spived nnnoun(eme'lt by implying— « JInr’ophma war.-and the - | pawer advav!f—\qe in Indo-

for restive domestic (omumptmn—- " uncertain’ peace agree-i Jnrm. - g ] :

that " Thii' authorities intended to. . men’s so fav;concluded, it  American de-
“take a firmer look &t lhe whale ha\e - ‘is ebmost unthinkable that: ' ’cline to comment on furth-

'situation’ from now on.. the U

nited St tes would

‘er reductions in air power

I fuct, the go..emmen'_~nf_"l'hai_-1, © -s001 fors:;O- intelligence- - ajter the present schedule
lind has never given the Americans gathering flights of oneg i con‘l\')‘etgj by -33 end nr
any veal lrouble over the hases and. -sort or 2*13Lher. S “the yea :

is unlikely to do so mow, ev en
‘though civilian Premicr Sanya
Thummusat, 2 former u'uvmqu_' :
rector, is more vulnerable to popular

Feo)

Ty
&

rases witl ever again
L\.lor au.tar:p.

. Howsver, mc h1g qum- i
ticn now l);\"heth“r the

Al

uw en’ of the \'ear

=3

main

O tnz 350 &ir-

prmun—-’ “than- the previous mlhln-'y WERDOL.

vy regime.s : re. 3 ' craft in the covntry, more
'he preseet rate of withdrawal, Urited States hzs than half w m ha om‘m‘

which will see the 118 presence - vately told . the qcx.l‘x

jel\
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